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Our transition from bar-
barism to civilization can be
attributed to the alphabet.
Those great prehistoric dis-
coveries and inventions such
as the making of a fire, the
use of tools, the wheel and 
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the axle, and even our
modern marvellous appli-
cations of steam and
electricity pale into
insignificance when com-
pared with the power of 
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the alphabet. Simple 
as it now appears
after the accustomed
use of ages, it can be
accounted not only
the most difficult, but
also the most fruitful
of all the achieve-
ments of the human 
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Why is A the first letter?
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