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The road ko Powerlane starts

with an episode of Firefiy.

In the sci-fi television series Firefly, a futuristic
government — the Alliance — has skyscraper-
like spaceships. Joss Whedon remarks in the
episode commentary that they were designed to
Inok awkward and inefficient. The kind of ships
that a bureaucratic central government would
create. | wondered what the Aliance's typefaces
would look like. I created an odd Iooking modular
stencil font with triangular pieces aligned at 45
degree angles and named it Alliance. Some of the
resulting Ietter shapes from this experimental
design became the foundation of Powerlane.

Around the same time, while preparing a lecture
on graphic design history, | found a web site
with 18920°s Russian constructivist posters. |
loved the bold, angular tupe designs and created
Power Grid as a modular design on Fontstruct.

| constructed a custom version of Power Grid
for my friend Marius to use with his Secret
Species project, adding a Iower case and

expanding the character set. But that version
Was never released to 3 wide audience. In fact,
Marius and | are the only two people that ever
had a copy. | was never completely happy with
the lower case. The modular structure didnt
dllow enough flexibility. My plan was to release
an improved Power Grid 2.0 design with a better
Iower case, small caps and more weights.

Power Grid 2.0 never happened. Instead, |
started to redraw everything from scratch —
gbandoning the strict modular structure and
refining the concept significantly.

The end result is Powerlane.

Powerlane features nine weights from Thin to
Extra Black. Regular and Obligue versions. Plus
an outline variation. OpenType small caps and 3
few alternate character designs. Powerlane is
dll straight edges and Iots of right angles, but still
friendly. And odoly approachable.



Evolution of Powerlane letterforms

dlliance
DL/

power grid

CRTILIS

=M

=lph}

HOVERTISEMENT



reqular and obligue

upright / slanted

nine weights
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outline versions
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opentype small caps

Iowercase / LOWERCASE

stylistic alternatives
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