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DESIGNED BY:
RALF HERRMANN, SEBASTIAN NAGEL

STYLES: 20 (2 WEIGHTS, 3 WIDTHS)
L ATIN EXTENDED, GREEK. CYRILLIC

CHARACTERS PER STYLE: >800

DESTINATION: SIGNAGE FOR AIRPORTS,
ROADS, PARKS, OFFICE BUILDINGS,
HOSPITALS, MALLS, LIBRARIES ...
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SUPeriOr legibility‘ In an independent empirical study at the University of Applied

Sciences "htw" in Berlin different typefaces where recently test-
ed when used on signs and Wayfinding Sans Pro (bold extended)
was the winner in all conducted tests, being significantly more
legible and therefore superior to all other styles of the tested
typefaces—among them typical signage typefaces like Frutiger,
DIN 1451, Johnston Underground and Futura.
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Franklin Goth
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Source: Eine Untersuchung zur Lerserlichkeit im offentlichen Raum.
Juli 2011, HTW Berlin. Sven Neumann, Betreut durch Prof. Florian Adler, Prof. Daniela Hensel
http://kd.htw-berlin.de/studienprojekte/abschlussarbeiten/leserlichkeit-von-schriften/
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Des ,gnEd for To increase the possible viewing distance, the skeleton of the let-

ters of a signage typeface need to be generic and familiar but

re Cogn ’Zab’ lrty also unmistakable. And this is exactly how Wayfinding Sans Pro

was designed from the ground up.
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Des ,gnEd for Optimized distinguishability is not so much an issue with print

typefaces, which are supposed to be read at an ideal reading dis-

diStingu iShability tance. But when type is read under difficult viewing condition,

letter differenciation becomes crucial and can make a big differ-

ence.
Geometric designs might look clean and simple and therefore

promise a good legibility, but actually, the opposite is true: under
difficult viewing conditions, the simple geometric designs per-
form poorly, because they don't provide the structural difference

to achieve a good distinguishability.

Polish road signage typeface (top) g I |
Wayfinding Sans (bottom)
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Wayfinding Sans takes special care of letters which are easily
misread. By making the differences of these letters more promi-

nent, the legibility can be improved dramatically.

Dutch road signage typeface (top) French road signage typeface (top)  German road signage typeface (top)
Wayfinding Sans (bottom) Wayfinding Sans (bottom) Wayfinding Sans (bottom)
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The letters of sans serif print typefaces like Helvetica are sup-
posed to look as uniform as possible and should create an even
color on the page. But what might be desirable in print, can de-

crease the legibility when used for signage.

Helvetica (top)
Wayfinding Sans (bottom)
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Figures optimized
for signage use

Weimar
Berlin

Hamburg

Figures are usually designed in a way, so they can blend in with the
regular letters. But the figures of Wayfinding Sans are optimized
for the requirements of signage use: maximum distinguishability
and lining tabular design. Oldstyle and proportional figures are

available as well as OpenType features.

CODE: OXO0ATZ2

Is it a capital letter O or a zero? You can't always tell for sure
in some typefaces. The difference is obvious in Wayfinding Sans
and if necessary, you can turn on the OpenType feature “Slashed

Zero" to increase the differenciation even more.

14 km
319 km
526 km
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Diacritical marks:
details that matter

d
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British road signage typeface (top)

Polish road signage typeface (bottom)

Diacritical marks are an important part of many languages using
the Latin script. Again, what might be desirable in print, might
not work for signage. On signs the diacritical marks must be un-
mistakable in their design and prominent in their size, because
such separated letter parts will be the first that become illegible

or even invisible when viewed from a distance.

aaa

Wayfinding Sans
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Arrows,
the easy way
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Entering and positioning arrows along with textin a signage layout
can be a time-consuming task. But not so with Wayfinding Sans
Pro: The arrows can be easily typed along with the text. Just acti-
vate the Stylistic Set and type the appropriate code. These codes
follow a simple naming scheme based on the cardinal directions:
“hyphen hyphen n” will create an arrow pointing up (“North”).
Add an “e” for East and the arrow will point North-East. It’s that
simple!

And if the typical 8 directions are not sufficient for your project:
Wayfinding Sans also offers arrows for targets which are located

around a corner or can only be reached by turning around.
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Pointing up?

A Victoria Line
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A versatile fam ily Wayfinding Sans Pro uses the naming conventions of typical print

Condensed N

Condensed Bold N
Regular

Regular N

Bold
Bold N

with 20 styles

fonts, but the main style of this font family is actually the Bold
Extended. It provides the best performance and legibility when

used on signs.

The regular weights are perfect for additional information and

have a more elegant, geometric look.

When the available space is limited, the additional widths (nor-

mal and condensed) can be used.

Every style of this type family comes in a version for positive
and negative contrast. This compensates for the effect, that
[talic light text on dark background looks bolder than dark text on light
Italic N background. By using the positive and negative versions of Way-
finding Sans Pro your text will appear optically corrected, when

Italic both contrasts are used on one sign.

Italic N

Extended
Extended N

[talic

[talic N

Extended Bold
Extended Bold N

Italic
Italic N
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Predefined sets

Condensed N
Condensed Bold N
Regular N [talic N
Bold N ltalic N
Extended N [talic N
Extended Bold N Italic N

Regular N [talic N

Bold N [talic N

Extended N [talic N
Extended Bold N Italic N

Extended N [talic N

Extended Bold N [Italic N

Basic Set A, 4 styles Intermediate Set A, 8 styles Complete Set A, 10 styles

Condensed N

Condensed Bold N

Regular [talic Regular [talic

Bold /talic Bold /talic

Extended [talic Extended [talic Extended [talic
Extended Bold [talic Extended Bold /talic Extended Bold [talic

Extended Bold N [talic N Extended Bold N [Italic N Extended Bold N [ltalic N

Basic Set B, 8 styles Intermediate Set B, 16 styles Complete Set B, 20 styles
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only

B

positive

and negative
contrast

styles

~\

\_




N

\_

HHIIII/ /177700000 000000000000 044744 797777770 044 00000000000 0000047000 4444447 4747000000000 000 00000044444 4097774700 00474

LYYV Y/ /1000000000000 000000444097 77770 90444 1000000000 0004444749 77777709 7447000000000 00 000077 07774977 7747000000 0000 0000000044/ 4/70 77447700000 000000 0000044444449 777 7770440000 000000 0000404444 49744490 9444440000000 GHHIIII//177700000000000000000 04447 4777777770 444 00000000000 00004444 747477477 77747000 0000000 000000044444 44477 707700000 000000 0000000 4444444777 7470 0044 0000000000 000 004444 47777470 044440 0000000000/

AAAAAAAAAAAAZ ABCCCCCCDPDDPDEEEEEEEEEEFGGGGGHHARHI
DITITITT)TJIJKKLLELEEMNNNNNNOOOOOOOODPDOEPPQRRRR
SSSSSSTFTTTUUUUUUUUUYUUVWWWWWXYYYYYZZZZT3

PHHIIII/ /1 77000000000000000000 0 0447497777779 444 7000000000000 00040744 4/4447 774400000 0000000 000000044 44499977740 74447

LYY/ Y/ 1/000000000000000 000444 497777777 00000 0000000000 0004444 4797777770 0144 0000000000 00444744479 7777770 0447000000000 00 0004477 707447777 4444500 00000000 000044404 4744447 777770000 0000000 000000744 444474 77470000 00000000 000070 009444447 YH////1700000000000000000 00474 4777777779 044 70000000000 0000444440 9777477 477470 0000000000 0000000444 44477 774700000 000000000 0000444444077 47700044 0000000000 000044444 497774490 0444000 000000007/

e2ebcécgcccdoddeééeé
n

SMALL CAPS

m
i\
ITiC
g L
b
M
I'T)”
I'Thh
T
Tl
v @
A
Al
-0
Q
L
H
I
—
.
P
m—}
—

YHHHII/////70000000000000000000000000944444%

HHYVVL I/ /010000000000000 00004444477 77777 00444 00000000000 0004447 4997777979 744 700000000000 /004077 009744477 7747000000 000000 0000004444477 444770000 0000000000 000444444477 77 7770441 0000000000 000 /0444474777790 7 4444700 0000000 0000440044444 4970 774700000 000000 00000400 49444477 HHIII//177700000000000000000 00044 44477777777 0041 000000000000 /044477 79777777 7044 7000000000000 00000704 974475 777747000 00000000 0000004444/ /077 47770000 0000000 0000000 4444449777777 0041000000000 0 00404444409 7749970 44440000 0000000/

ABBTTTOAEEX 3SMNKKIMHONPCTYYOXYUWWLUAbDbbI/bHbSEIIITJ
ROBBOVFXKHYY¥XYhIOoOMNOYaberirropeéXsmnkknmMmHonpctyy ¢

XYypwuwybbblbwedwahsi1JhbeviKHYYXYyhloney

~\

\_




~

\_

GREE

HHYVVL/ 1/ 00000000000000 000000 4/447777777 70404 0000000000 00004444 497777777 004470 00000000 000044747 797774977 1447000000 000000 /0007704744447 7774770000 0000000 0000004444447 777777000 00000000 0000004444477 7777074440 00000000 0000 /04444 497777777 7070700000000 0 00000444447 777970 4477000 000000000 0000000444494 5 7777000000 000000 000000444/ //747 747700000 000000000 0000 4444444977777 0 7444 70000000000 00 /4444479777477 74144 0000000000 00044444 047474977 747700 0000000000 0000004444 44474 4447000000 000000 0000444449747 77700000 000000000 0000444449970 7000 0007/

ABFTAEZHOIKAMNZIONPITYOXYOQAEHITIOYQIYaByodelnOikApv

ole & oo ol y

EompcoTLYYWPYWwWlilitovvowaen

WY/ /111 70000000000000000 000444 44997749090 4440000000007

LYYV /L1 /0000000000000000 0004444997 77777 00444 7000000000 0040447 7497777770 7044 7000000000 00004447 049477977 7747000000 00000 000000044 4444477 77444000 00000000 000000 4444447777770 0 0000000000000 0 00 4444449777700 94044 400000000 000404444 449474490 0444000000000 YY1/ /1700000000000000000 00004 /447777770 00000 0000000000 000044444977 777770 1447000000000 00 /44444770 7777770 044 00000000000 00400444 7944777 70444 00000000000 000404444 44444477 7477000000000 00 0000004444404 44700000 00000000 0000000004407

01234567890 [tabular liningl 0123456789 0 [proportional lining]
0123456789 o0 [proportional oldstyle] 0 2 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 @ [tabular oldstyle]

YISV 1S90 7 0000070000090 1 0000400000440 00004 47000077 007044 7000447007049 000049 0000044 0000000 0000447007040 000040 0000040700040 100004 0000040100009 1 0000441000441 0 000004000444 070444 4

LYLTIHY /107490000044 0007040 7000440000044 000004 0000040000007 1 7000941700090 000007 1700047100044 1 0000441000040 10000 44700044 170004 0000049000004 5 0000070000040 000 7040000000000 04 0000044000044 4 70004447704 Y/ IIIH/H1007/9 5000004 0000040 0077090000040 0000040 0000400000040 000740 0000000700040 0 7000440000441 70049 1000004170000 0 1000041000007 100004 4000000400004 7 000007000000/

0/ Y>2%3%k123a0*\.. 1t -2;:"";/ a{}[]()—=---«»e> """" viz2:-;
ffenS€Lf¥=~:=>200[<2--/20%%0+*tNVIZE@I|IOT°0T®8&™ " NC

F J VW A o0 O \ 9V m OO0 o~ r
a F v Vv N ©060 O N\ g/ = O o~ yF o7

&$€%%o£¥v

GHHIIII/ /17 700000000000000000 004477 77777777 00441 700000000 0000044000044 774977 7777000 00000000 0000000444/ 4007 777400000 0000000 000000444444 40777777 70404 7000000000 00004074040 4774470 444700000 0000000 0000004444477 7 7774700000 000000 00000 444444497 7777970 444400 0000000070

W/ i /i
ﬁﬁ‘ ﬁl \ W N a o

ARROW

HHYVVL/ 1/ 00000000000000 000000 4/447777777 70404 0000000000 00004444 497777777 004470 00000000 000044747 797774977 1447000000 000000 /0007704744447 7774770000 0000000 0000004444447 777777000 00000000 0000004444477 7777074440 00000000 0000 /04444 497777777 7070700000000 0 00000444447 777970 4477000 000000000 0000000444494 5 7777000000 000000 000000444/ //747 747700000 000000000 0000 4444444977777 0 7444 70000000000 00 /4444479777477 74144 0000000000 00044444 047474977 747700 0000000000 0000004444 44474 4447000000 000000 0000444449747 77700000 000000000 0000444449970 7000 0007/

L UNIL e>NRPIRAGPILAT LA 2
NV £ NEDIDIANAR 7

~

\_




OT FEATURE: CASE FEATURE

- A_N HEE B9 =N B - [

OT FEATURE: STYLISTIC SET 1

698

OT FEATURE: TABULAR LINING FIGURES (DEFAULT)

OT FEATURE: PROPORTIONAL LINING FIGURES

OT FEATURE: PROPORTIONAL OLDSTYLE FIGURES

OT FEATURE: TABULAR OLDSTYLE FIGURES

OT FEATURE: SLASHED ZERO
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--Se
--SW
--NS
--we
--te

--tw
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upwards arrow Hifne upwards tip rightwards

downwards arrow Hinw upwards tip leftwards
rightwards arrow Hitse downwards tip rightwards
leftwards arrow Hitsw downwards tip leftwards
north east arrow Hiten rightwards tip upwards
north west arrow Hites rightwards tip downwards
south east arrow HH#wn leftwards tip upwards

south west arrow Hiws leftwards tip downwards
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north south arrow --1n entrance

left right arrow --out exit
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turn east --3n 3D arrow upwards
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turn west --3s 3D arrow downwards
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Coming Soon o By popular request, we are also working on set of pictograms
@

which can be used along with Wayfinding Sans Pro. The symbol

Pictograms set will contain hundrets of typical wayfinding icons in a unique

and professional style. They can be easily accessed thru Open-

Type replacement and will work perfectly with Wayfinding Sans

. Pro.
Follow us on Facebook so you don't miss the release:

facebook.com/WayfindingSans

Wayfinding Sans Symbols

\_



http://facebook.com/WayfindingSans
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