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Modern calligraphy ranges from functional

hand-lettered

fine-art pieces
of the handwritten mark
where the abstract expression

INSCRIPTIONS AND DESIGNS

Western calligraphy is recognizable by the 
use of the Latin script. The Latin alphabet 
appeared about 600 BC, in Rome, and by 
the first century[clarification needed] 
developed into Roman imperial capitals 
carved on stones, Rustic capitals painted 
on walls, and Roman cursive for daily use. 
In the second and third centuries the 
uncial lettering style developed. As writing 
withdrew to monasteries, uncial script was 
found more suitable for copying the Bible 
and other religious texts. It was the mon-
asteries which preserved calligraphic 
traditions during the fourth and fifth cen-
turies, when the Roman Empire fell and 
Europe entered the Dark Ages.

At the height of the Roman Empire its power 
reached as far as Great Britain; when the empire 
fell, its literary influence remained. The Semi-
uncial generated the Irish Semi-uncial, the small 
Anglo-Saxon. Each region seems to have developed 
its own standards following the main monastery of 
the region (i.e. Merovingian script, Laon script, 
Luxeuil script, Visigothic script, Beneventan 
script), which are mostly cursive and hardly read-
able. The rising Carolingian Dynasty Empire 
encouraged a new standardized script, which was 
developed by several famous monasteries 
(including Corbie Abbey and Beauvais) around the 
eighth century. The script from Saint Martin of 
Tours was ultimately set as the Imperial standard, 
named the Carolingian script (or "the Caroline"). 
From the powerful Carolingian Empire, this stand-
ard also became used in neighboring kingdoms.
In the eleventh century, the Caroline evolved into 



Western calligraphy is recogniz-
able by the use of the Latin script. 
The Latin alphabet appeared 
about 600 BC, in Rome, and by 
the first century[clarification 
needed] developed into Roman im-
perial capitals carved on stones, 
Rustic capitals painted on walls, 
and Roman cursive for daily use. 
In the second and third centuries 
the uncial lettering style devel-
oped. As writing withdrew to mon-
asteries, uncial script was found 
more suitable for copying the 
Bible and other religious texts. It 
was the monasteries which pre-
served calligraphic traditions 
during the fourth and fifth centu-
ries, when the Roman Empire fell 
and Europe entered the Dark 
Ages.

At the height of the Roman Empire its power reached as 
far as Great Britain; when the empire fell, its literary 
influence remained. The Semi-uncial generated the Irish 
Semi-uncial, the small Anglo-Saxon. Each region seems 
to have developed its own standards following the main 
monastery of the region (i.e. Merovingian script, Laon 
script, Luxeuil script, Visigothic script, Beneventan 
script), which are mostly cursive and hardly readable. 
The rising Carolingian Dynasty Empire encouraged a 
new standardized script, which was developed by several 
famous monasteries (including Corbie Abbey and Beau-
vais) around the eighth century. The script from Saint 
Martin of Tours was ultimately set as the Imperial stand-
ard, named the Carolingian script (or "the Caroline"). 
From the powerful Carolingian Empire, this standard 
also became used in neighboring kingdoms. In the 
eleventh century, the Caroline evolved into the Gothic 
script, which was more compact and made it possible to 
fit more text on a page. The Gothic calligraphy styles 
became dominant throughout Europe; and in 1454, when 
Johannes Gutenberg developed the first printing press 
in Mainz, Germany, he adopted the Gothic style, making 
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Catalan
Jove xef, porti whisky amb quinze glaçons 
d'hidrogen, coi!

Croatian
Gojazni đačić s biciklom drži hmelj i finu 
vatu u džepu nošnje.

Esperanto
Laŭ Ludoviko Zamenhof bongustas freŝa 
ĉeĥa manĝaĵo kun spicoj.

French
Voix ambiguë d'un cœur qui au zéphyr 
préfère les jattes de kiwi

German
Victor jagt zwölf Boxkämpfer quer über den 
großen Sylter Deich

Hungarian
Jó foxim és don Quijote húszwattos 
lámpánál ülve egy pár bűvös cipőt készít.

Icelandic
Kæmi ný öxi hér, ykist þjófum nú bæði víl 
og ádrepa.

Norwegian
Vår sære Zulu fra badeøya spilte jo whist og
quickstep i min taxi.

Spanish
Jovencillo emponzoñado de whisky: ¡qué 
figurota exhibe!

Swedish
Flygande bäckasiner söka hwila på mjuka tuvor.
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Latin Alphabet A B C D E FG H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W XY Z
 a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o p q r st u v w x y z

Ligatures fbffbfffhffhfiffifjffjfkffkflfflftfftgjqjct st sp ThŦhŢhŤh

Proportional  $ ¢ £ € ¥ ƒ0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 %‰# ° < + − × ÷ ¬ ≈ ± ≤ ≥ = ≠ >

Fractions ½ ⅓ ¼ ⅛ ⅔ ¾ ⅜ ⅝ ⅞

Superscript, Numerators ¹²³⁰⁴⁵⁶⁷⁸⁹ 0123456789 0123456789 ₀₁₂₃₄₅₆₇₈₉
Denominators, Inferious

Standard Punctuation ¡ ! ¿ ? . , : ; . . . - – — ' " “ ” ‘ ’ „ ‚ ( ) [ ] { } / | \ &@ ¶ § * † ‡ · • « » ‹ › © ®™

Accented Alphabet Á Â À Ä Å Ã Ă Ā ĄÆǼÇĆĈČĊĎĐÉÊÈËĚ Ĕ Ė Ē Ę
 ĞĜĢĠĤĦ  Í Î Ì Ï Ī Ĩ Ĭ Į Ĵ Ķ Ł Ĺ Ľ Ļ L · Ñ Ń Ň ŅŉŊ
 ÓÔÒÖÕŐŎŌØǾŒŔŖŘŚ Ŝ Ş Š Șß
 Þ Ť Ţ Ŧ ÚÛÙÜŬŰŪŲŮŨẂŴẀẄÝŶ Ỳ ŸŽ Ź Ż
 á â à ä å ã ă ā ąæǽ ç ć ĉ č ċď đ é ê è ë ě ĕ ė ē ę
 ğ ĝ ģ ġ ĥ ħ  í î ì ï ī ĩ ĭ į ĵ ķ ł ĺ ľ ļ l · ñ ń ň ņ ŉ ŋ
 ó ô ò ö õ ő ŏ ō ø ǿœ ŕ ŗ ř ś ŝ ş š ș ſ
 þ ť ţ ŧ ú û ù ü ŭ ű ū ų ů ũ ẃŵẁẅ ý ŷ ỳ ÿ ž ź ż

Stylistic Alternates A B D E F G H I J K L M N P R T U V W Y Z
 a b d f g h j k l m n p q r t u v w x y z

ss03 / Alternates Swash A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z
 a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z
 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

ss04 / Alternates Swash A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z
 a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z
 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

ss05 / Alternates Swash b d f h k l t
 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

ss06 / Alternates Swash a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z
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